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An FBI official said yesterday that the CIA ques- 
tioned alleged spy Aldrich Ames about his sudden 
wealth three years ago, but Ames did not become the 
target of a criminal investigation until last May. 

The questions were asked during a 1991 back- 
ground investigation, given regularly to long-term 
CIA employees, that also included a polygraph test, 
according to FBI agent Leslie G. Wiser Jr., who 


testified at a hearing in federal court yesterday. CIA 
officials raised the money issue in part because of 
Ames’s cash payment for a $540,000 house in 
North Arlington, he said. 

“The subject of his wealth came up, and he said 
the money came from an inheritance,” said Wiser, 
adding that the FBI was not involved in the inter- 
view. Other sources said Ames claimed that he had 
inherited money after the 1982 death of his Colom- 
bian father-in-law. 
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Aldrich Ames was questioned by CIA officials after paying $540,000 in cash for this Arlington house. He said the money was inherited. 



Gpurt Seeks to Reel In Ameses’ Money 


' ’ AMES, From A1 

Riser’s testimony shed more light on 
what is becoming a major question in the 
Ames saga, an issue, that has been the 
source of some friction between the CIA 
and FBI: Why did it take so long for the CIA 
to uncover what may have been the worst 
security breach in U.S. history? 

CIA- Director R. James Woolsey has 
promised angry House and Senate members 
that the agency will conduct three major 
internal probes to figure out what went 
wrong-in the case and recommend a series 
of administrative or legislative reforms. 

The: probes will include a sweeping review 
of counterintelligence and security practices 
at the CIA, a detailed study of the damage 
caused to the CIA and U.S. security by 
Ames’s alleged work, and an independent re- 
view ty the CIA inspector general of how the 
espionage escaped detection for years. 

“This espionage case is serious,” Woolsey 
told, reporters on Capitol Hill yesterday. It 
“is not an episode or a single incident, but a 
serious problem which we need to fix.” 

The -1991 questioning of Ames took place 
about :he same time the FBI was brought in 
by the CIA to search for a mole suspected 
of turning over classified information to 
Moscow and causing the unexplained deaths 
and disappearances of American-paid Soviet 
Jgents during the preceding six years. 

Former CIA officials have maintained 
.hat Anes passed the 1991 polygraph test. 


but FBI sources have said the results were 
inconclusive. 

Ames, 52, was among a number of CIA 
people under some suspicion, and he was 
transferred that year from his super-sensitive 
counterintelligence post to counter-narcotics. 
Despite the transfer, he continued to gather 
and, apparently, deliver top-secret documents 
to his Russian handlers, according to prose- 
cutors. Ames continued to receive substantial 
amounts of money until he was arrested on 
Feb. 21 along with his 41-year-old Colombian- 
born wife, Maria del Rosario Casas Ames, on 
espionage charges, they said. 

The new details about the questioning of 
Ames emerged yesterday at a hearing in 
U.S. District Court in Alexandria that fo- 
cused on the whereabouts of what remains 
of the more than $2.5 million that prosecu- 
tors allege Aldrich Ames received from the 
Russians since 1985. Prosecutors said that 
they can account for only $600,000 in as- 
sets in the United States, including the Ar- 
lington house, and that the Ameses “squan- 
dered incredible amounts of cash.” 

Judge Claude M. Hilton permanently 
froze the Ameses’ domestic bank assets and 
ordered them to move any holdings they 
have overseas in Swiss, Colombian or Ital- 
ian financial institutions into a special ac- 
count in this country that will be under the 
court’s control. 

In announcing his decision, the judge said 
there is a “substantial probability” that Ames 
and his wife will be convicted of espionage, 
which carries a penalty of life in prison. 

The judge agreed with the prosecution’s 


argument that in the event they are con- 
victed, the Ameses probably will be required 
to forfeit the gains from their alleged spying 
activities. Prosecutors sought the judge’s or- 
der because the Swiss government has re- 
fused to freeze three accounts. The Swiss, 
Italian and Colombian governments do not 
recognize espionage as a crime under which 
forfeiture proceedings would apply. The 
judge’s ruling puts the burden on the Ameses 
to bring the money back. 

The judge’s order covers 12 accounts, 
including one in Colombia and one in Swit- 
zerland in the name of Rosario Ames’s 
mother, Cecilia Dupuy de Casas. 

Although the prosecutors won in yester- 
day s two-hour hearing, defense lawyers 
highlighted problems the government could 
face if the case goes to trial. 

Plato Cacheris, who represents Aldrich 
Ames, attacked the authenticity of a nine- 
page letter purportedly written to Ames in 
summer 1989 by his Russian handlers. 

Cacheris pointed out that there was no 
mention of an addressee and no signature at 
the end of the letter. He also said prosecu- 
tors had no evidence about the actual 
source of the money described in the letter 
and in other materials seized from the 
Ameses’ home. Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Mark J. Hulkower said Rosario Ames told 
FBI agents that the money came from Mos- 
cow and that there was no inheritance that 
could account for the Ameses’ wealth. 

Staff writer R. Jeffrey Smith contributed to 
this report. 


